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God Bless the USA 
 

If tomorrow all the things were gone 
I’d worked for all my life, 

And I had to start again 
with just my children and my wife, 

I’d thank my lucky stars 
to be livin’ here today 

Cause the flag still stands for freedom 
and they can’t take that away. 

 
And I’m proud to be an American 

where at least I know I’m free 
And I won’t forget the men who died 

who gave that right to me 
And I gladly stand up next to you and 

defend her still today 
Cause there ain’t no doubt I love this land 

God bless the USA 
 

From the lakes of Minnesota 
..To the hills of Tennessee 

..Across the plains of Texas 
..From sea to shining sea 

..From Detroit down to Houston 
..And New York to LA 

Well there’s pride in every American heart 
and it’s time we stand and say 

 
That I’m proud to be an American 

where at least I know I’m free 
And I won’t forget the men who died 

who gave that right to me 
And I gladly stand up next to you and 

defend her still today 
Cause there ain’t no doubt I love this land 

God bless the USA 
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Dear American Legion Boys State Citizen,  
 
Congratulations and welcome to American Legion Boys State! American Legion Boys 
State is among the most highly respected and selective educational programs of 
government instruction for U.S. high school students. I am confident that you will not 
be disappointed with your decision to participate in this outstanding citizenship 
education experience. It will influence life decisions in ways that you may not fully 
realize until years later.  
 
As one of thousands of young men from throughout the nation selected to participate in 
American Legion Boys State each year, you will experience government in a practical 
sense. American Legion Boys State is a leadership action program; one that teaches 
government and its structure. It proves that government is just what you make it. You 
will find Boys State to be challenging and sometimes demanding, however, I’m certain 
you will undoubtedly also find it enjoyable and educational.  
 
If this government “…. of the people, by the people, and for the people” is to remain 
strong, it requires the involvement of its citizens. The onus of preparing for that 
responsibility now rests squarely upon your shoulders and those of future generations. 
Since 1935 American Legion Boys State has been prominent in producing young men 
who, just like you, stepped up to become ready for accepting that responsibility. It is 
possible that a future mayor, governor, congressman, or even president, may be among 
those in your class of American Legion Boys State citizens. I make this statement 
because this program has historically been the springboard for many careers in local, 
state and federal public service. Regardless of the future career path you follow – 
politics, education, business, medicine, information technology or so forth - you will 
develop lasting bonds of friendship with fellow Boys State citizens that will extend well 
after the formal program has ended.  
 
I wish to again extend my best wishes for an interest-provoking, exciting and personally 
rewarding 2021 American Legion Boys State experience.  
 

 
JAMES W. OXFORD  
National Commander 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
Department of New York 

1304 Park Blvd., Troy, NY  12180 
(518) 463-2215 

info@nylegion.org   Fax: (518) 427-8443 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations on being selected to represent your school in the Boys’ State program 
for the year 2021.  We welcome all the young men who will participate in this year’s 
session. 
 
This year will be different than other years as it will be virtual instead of on campus.  
Last year we had to cancel Boys’ State completely due to the pandemic.  The American 
Legion of New York decided this program was too important to our young men that we 
will try a different approach. 
 
You will participate in many activities concerning the make up of the NYS form of 
government and its duties.  Many political leaders and speakers from New York will 
address you on the many issues and responsibilities of our government.  You will be 
able to connect with other young men from around our great state. 
 
You were chosen for this program by your advisors and peers.  Be proud of your 
accomplishments as this is a great honor and something you will carry through your 
lifetime.  Many important men have attended Boys’ State in the United States and 
became very successful in their chosen field.  This program will follow you with your 
resume, in any field you choose, as a star next to your name. 
 
Good luck and enjoy. 
 
 
 
Michael H. McDermott 
Commander 
The American Legion, Department of New  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@nylegion.org
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PREAMBLE  
 

TO THE CONSTITUTION 
OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
 

“For God and Country” 
We associate ourselves together 

for the following purposes: 
To uphold and defend 

the Constitution of the United States of America; 
To maintain Law and Order; 

To foster and perpetuate 
a one hundred percent Americanism; 

To preserve the memories and incidents 
of our associations in all wars; 

To inculcate a sense of individual obligation 
to the Community, State and Nation; 

To combat the autocracy 
of both the classes and the masses; 
To make right the master of might; 

To promote peace and good will on earth; 
To safeguard and transmit to posterity 

the principles of Justice, Freedom and Democracy; 
To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship 

by our devotion to mutual helpfulness 
 
 
 

************************************************** 
 

“Liberty without discipline is no liberty at all.” 
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Part of the spiritual legacy that General of the Army Douglas MacArthur left to his son, Arthur, 
was a prayer written during the desperate days of the Pacific War. 

 
A SOLDIER’S PRAYER FOR HIS SON 

BY 
GENERAL DOUGLAS MAC ARTHUR 

 
Build me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough to know when he is weak, brave 

enough to face himself when he is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, 
humble and gentle in victory.  

Build me a son whose wishes will not take the place of deeds; a son who will know 
thee-and that to know himself is the foundation stone of knowledge.  

Lead him I pray, not to in the path of ease and comfort, but under the stress and spur of 
difficulties and challenge. Let him learn to stand up in the storm; let him learn compassion for 

those who fail. 
Build me a son whose heart will be clear, whose goal will be high; a son who will 

master himself before he seeks to master other men; one who will reach into the future, yet never 
forget the past. And after these things are his, add, I pray, enough of sense of humor so that he may 

always be serious yet never take himself too seriously. Give him humility, the simplicity of true 
greatness, the open mind of true wisdom and the meekness of true strength. 

 
Then I, his father, will dare to whisper, “I have not lived in vain” 
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               GREETINGS FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION 

        DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK 
 
We, The American Legion, believe in the youth of our country. We have implicit faith 

that you possess the strength of heart and integrity to carry on the time-honored traditions of the 
“American Way of Life” and our democratic form of government. 

Our “American Way of Life” is in danger. We currently face the most critical days in 
our Nation’s history. Men everywhere look into the future with the hope that a better world may be 
born with the coming of peace. 

It has been said that the future belongs to our youth. The American Legion believes just 
that. Boys’ State is an American Legion program with high educational values borne out of a need 
to train this country’s young men in practical citizenship and to support the major purpose of a 
well-rounded high school education. It is an objective program that, through the program content, 
inculcates individual responsibility to community, state, and nation. 

Because of our faith and sincere desire to foster and perpetuate the principles of 
democracy for which we fought, we have established a course of instruction covering functions of 
our State, Country, and Municipal political agencies of Government, known as The American 
Legion Boys’ State. 

You are a member of a very select group, in that you have been chosen to attend Boys’ 
State by a committee comprised of members of The American Legion and the faculty of your high 
school. You should feel honored and proud of the privilege extended to you just as we, The 
American Legion, deems it our honor to sponsor this Program known throughout the United States 
as Boys’ State. In turn, you are expected to return to your respective communities, and, through 
your increased knowledge of government procedure knowledge of the rights of others; regardless 
of race, creed, or color, conduct yourselves so that you set an example for others as how to be a 
good citizen. 

We, of The American Legion, Department of New York, want you to work hard and to 
play hard during the Boys’ State program and, when you return to your respective homes, always 
remember that you are a citizen of the greatest Country in the world. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 

 

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

OF 
THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF NEW YORK, INC 

 
 

President   Michael H. McDermott  
Vice President  W. Patrick Falvey 
Secretary   James W. Casey 
Treasurer   John C. “Jack” Clancy 
 
 
 
 
DIRECTORS 
Department Vice Commander Gabe Mui  
Department Vice Commander  Harry Ransom 
Department Vice Commander John McCullough 
Department Vice Commander John Knapp 
Department Vice Commander David Henry 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
1st   Joseph Goonan 
2nd   David Martin 
3rd   Richard K. Morris 
4th   Margaret Folk 
5th   Dale Dingman 
6t h   Joseph Barilla 

7th   James Nessler 
8th    Henry Link 
9th     Jude Stenson 
10th  James Beecher 
 
 
Executive Director:          John Murphy 
Program Director:           Gary Robbins 
Public Relations Director:  Robert F. Neville   
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 The Boys’ State Program was originated by the Illinois Department of The American 
Legion.  The program was based on an idea that young men should be offered a better perspective 
of the practical operation of government and that an individual is an integral part and 
commensurately responsible for the character and success of government. 
 
 The first Boys’ State was convened at Springfield, Illinois in June 1935.  More than 200 
boys, representing every section of the state, were enrolled. 
 
 The first year of the program proved conclusively the great possibilities of such a 
movement.  The Seventeenth Annual National Convention of The American Legion, held 
September 1935, adopted the following resolution on the subject, “Resolved, by The American 
Legion, that we highly endorse the Boys’ State Movement and recommend that it be made an 
essential part of the National Americanism program.”  The office of the National Americanism 
Commission, acting on this endorsement, immediately utilized the various channels available to 
publicize and promote the program. 
 
 A round table conference was held during the winter of 1935-1936 for the purpose of 
promoting Boys’ State and of acquainting interested departments with the details in connection 
with the sponsorship of the new citizenship movement.  The result was that the Departments of 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia joined Illinois in providing schools of government for the 
boys of these states during the summer of 1936 with all states to soon follow their lead. 
 
 A special Boys’ State Committee was appointed in November 1940 as a sub-committee 
of the Americanism Commission to specialize in the direction and progress of the activity.  This 
special committee meets during the semi-annual meetings of the National Executive Committee.  It 
presents suggestions and recommendations for the conduct and improvement of the Boys’ State 
Program to the Americanism Commission. 
 
 The American Legion Boys’ State of New York, Inc. was first held at the Syracuse 
Fairgrounds in 1938 with 207 boys attending the session.  During World War II, the program was 
moved to Manlius, New York.  Its growth following World War II was so rapid it became 
necessary to seek larger quarters.  Colgate University was the answer.  The move took place in 
1947 and since that time the attendance of Boys’ State has reached approximately 1,000 attendees 
per year.  Summer courses created crowded conditions at Colgate University and made it necessary 
to find more suitable accommodations.  The program moved to the State University of New York 
Agricultural and Technical College, Morrisville, where it has been held almost continuously since 
1966.  Over 77,000 boys from New York State have been privileged to attend this practical school 
of political science. 
 
 Boys’ State operates as a miniature state.  Its citizens learn how a republic works, to 
inspect and accept our framework of government, appreciate their American Heritage, and support 
the American form of democracy.  Boys’ State functions through the objective participation of 
youth in representative government organizations. 
 
 The Boys’ State Program is neither overly arbitrary nor rigid, as each department 
conducts its own state.  The department programs are fairly uniform, however, and are held to a 
high standard of excellence under the direction of the National Americanism Commission with the 
assistance of the National Boys’ State Committee. 
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 Only those high school juniors, who exhibit strong leadership capabilities, are selected 
to attend the Boys’ State Program.  Boys’ Staters are mentally alert and physically clean, vigorous, 
enthusiastic, and possess good personality traits, are honest and able to get along with others and 
exhibit good sportsmanship.  Scholarship is a desirable and important quality; however, many 
potential leaders are not always the best scholars.  These young citizens direct state, county, and 
municipal governments by electing and appointing their own officers. 
 
 Boys’ State citizens are divided into two parties bearing arbitrary names, usually 
Federalists and Nationalists.  Any reference to the established major political parties of the United 
States is avoided.  Each annual Boys’ State program starts a new state.  The citizens, upon arrival, 
are assigned to one of the political parties, a county, and a city.  Each boy runs for the office to 
which he aspires.  The campaigns are conducted in great sincerity and a member of the state 
supreme court, or another official, administrates the oath of office to all elected officials.  
Throughout his term of office each official is shown the same respect that his office demands in a 
real-life situation.  Conventions, caucuses, and elections conform to the actual procedure in state 
government and subdivisions thereof. 
 
 Although the American Legion founded Boys’ State and assumes the responsibility of 
sponsoring it, in most departments, patriotic, civic, educational, and fraternal organizations serve 
as co-sponsors with legion posts in sending boys to Boys’ State. 
 
 Special lectures at Boys’ State are presented by experienced government officials and 
professional leaders.  Counselors are directors in Boys’ State and chosen because of their success 
as youth leaders. 
 
 Morning assemblies consist of entertainment, vivid descriptions of the practical 
operation of state and local government and addresses by prominent state speakers. 
 
 Each succeeding Boys’ State takes pride in the independence, vigor, initiative, self-
reliance, and accomplishments of the citizens who made that state a success.  As a result, many 
Boys’ States have organized alumni units.  These groups seek the application of more democratic 
principles of government in their local communities.  They do not organize to promote the interests 
of partisan political candidates or parties.  The ideals and objectives of Boys’ State are thereby 
successfully continued into the adult citizenship life of the alumnus.   
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Purpose of the American Legion Boys’ State of New York Inc. 
 
  

The American Legion Boys’ State of New York, Inc., which is sponsored by the 
American Legion Department of New York, is a citizenship training program designed to meet 
your needs and to give you an insight into our democratic form of government. 
 
 Its’ purpose is to inspire and instill in you a deep sense of responsibility and obligation 
by educating you in the principles of Democracy and by teaching you the duties, privileges, and 
rights of American citizenship. 
 
 The Boys’ State Program has been founded on the “learn by doing” concept.  By 
actually operating your own government, you will leave Boys’ State with a clearer view and a 
better understanding of the functions of our government agencies. 
 
 As nearly as possible, the government of The American Legion Boys’ State of New 
York, Inc. is patterned after the city, county, and state governments of the State of New York.  It is 
pure democracy in that all citizens may vote and are eligible to hold office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT IS BOYS’ STATE? 
 

 Boys’ State is a program of The American Legion developed from the concept that 
youth should be offered a better perspective of the practical operation of government; that the 
individual is an integral part and commensurately responsible for the character and success of his 
government.  As such, it is an activity of high educational value, borne of a need for youth training 
in practical citizenship. 
 
 Boys’ State is a leadership Action Program where qualified male high school juniors 
take part in a practical government course.  This course is designed to develop in the young 
citizens a working knowledge of the structure of government, and to impress upon them the fact 
that their government is what THEY make it. 
 
 Boys’ State is an objective citizenship training program which inculcates individual 
responsibility to the community, state, and nation.  It is operated on the basis of the political 
government organization existing in New York State, including all levels from the municipality to 
the state. 
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THE OBJECTIVES OF BOYS’ STATE 
 

A. To develop civic leadership and pride in American Citizenship 
It is our earnest hope that each young man attending Boys’ State will return to his 
community a better citizen that when he left, and that he will demonstrate this fact by 
his willingness to make civic contributions that will help to make his community a 
better place in which to live. 
 

B.  To arouse a keen interest in the detailed study of government 
We desire to create more than just a passive interest in the actual study of government – 
we strive to create interest which will encourage the desire for knowledge. 
 

C. To arouse in the young citizens a determination to maintain our form of 
government. 
We attempt to accomplish this in many ways, but primarily through bringing them to 
full realization of how really wonderful it is to be an American! 
 

D.  To develop in young citizens of Boys’ State a full understanding of our American 
traditions and belief in the United States of America 
We work to impress upon them, in the strongest manner possible, the glorious traditions 
which have made this country what it is today. 
 

E. To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to their Community, State, and Nation 
 

F. To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of Justice, Freedom, and 
Democracy 
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General Rules of New York Boys’ State 
 
 Citizens of Boys’ State are here to learn and observe how government is conducted.  
You will, as far as possible, govern yourselves accordingly.  City, County, and State counselors are 
here to advise you on any problem or procedure. 
 
 ABSENCE FROM THE BOYS’ STATE PROGRAM will only be by written pass, 
signed by your County counselor, and then only when approved by the New York Boys’ State 
Executive Director or Program Director. 
 
 
Government Routine – Should you desire advice on government routine, consult your city or 
county counselor. 
 
Performance of Duties – Each citizen must attend all general assembly meetings and required 
schools of instruction.  Morning sessions will be devoted to city, county, and state government 
operation.  Each citizen must attend to his duties. 
 
No Collection for Gifts – No collection of funds may be made for any purpose.  Always show 
your appreciation to your Counselors through complete cooperation. 
 
Attire – Boys’ State shirts are required for the duration of the program. 
 
 
Respect – You owe your fellow American Legion Boys’ State Citizens, your City, County, and 
State counselors, respect at all times. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS’ STATE OF NEW YORK, INC 

2021 
 
COUNTY OF CITY OF           REGISTRATION  NO. 
                             EACH BOY 
 
Roosevelt  Yermas                            1 – 37 
  Minei             38 – 74 
    
 
McKneally Bowen                         75 – 111 
  Keiser                                112 – 148 
  
 
Kogutek  Troiola                               149 – 185 
  Kearsing                         186 – 222 
  
 
Fish  Van Patten                         223 – 259 
  Morrill                              260 – 296 
 
   
Stember  Malin                          297 – 333 
  Peters       334 – 370 
   
 
Scheiberling Sallese                   371 – 407 
  Burnett                        408 – 444 
  
 
Wong  Casey                   445 – 481 
  Clark                     482 – 518 
 
 
Pedro  Neville                 518 – 555 
  Marino                  556 – 592 
   
 
Spafford  Bertrand                         593 – 629 
  Governor                         630 – 666 
 
Roahn  Nessler             667 – 703 
  Herschlag                        704 – 740 
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DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOU FIT IN? 
 

The American Legion Boys’ State of New York, Inc. 
Political Organization 

 
 
 
CITY   
 
 

1.  Mayor 
2. City Clerk 
3. City Attorney 
4. County Legislators (2) 
5. Assemblymen (5) 
6. Senators (3) 
7. Commissioner on Sustainability & Economic Development (2) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
COUNTY 
 

1. County Executive 
2. County Clerk 
3. District Attorney 
4. County Legislators (6) (2 elected each city) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
STATE 
 

1. Governor 
2. Lieutenant Governor 
3. Attorney General 
4. State Comptroller 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
GENERAL RULES OF CAUCUSES AND CONVENTIONS 

 
1. Roberts Rules of Order will be used at all meetings of The American Legion Boys’ 

State of New York, Inc. 
2. Any member desiring to speak shall rise and address the chair by calling out clearly, 

“Mr. Chairman.”  The chairman will then indicate the person to be recognized by 
calling his name, or pointing, or nodding.  The person thus recognized must then give 
his title, name and county or city, thus: Senator Jones 
_______________________County. 

3. Only two Boys’ State parties will be allowed, namely, the Nationalists and Federalists. 
4. Only two delegates from any one county shall be permitted the floor on any subject. 
5. The floor shall be permitted but once to any individual delegate on any one subject, 

except by the unanimous consent of the convention. 
6. Debate shall be limited to three minutes.  Seconding speeches shall be limited to two 

minutes and not more than two seconding speeches shall be made for one candidate. 
7. Nominating speeches shall be limited to three minutes.  Seconding speeches shall be 

limited to two minutes and not more than two seconding speeches shall be made for one 
candidate. 

 
 

DUTIES OF THE SEVERAL OFFICERS 
 
The Chairman or President: 
Enforces the rules adopted; call the house to order; announces its business; sustains order; explains 
and decides questions of order with provision of reversal being given the house; appoints all 
committees not otherwise provided for; recognizes speakers; submits motions; puts to vote all 
questions; sets precedence in speaking on questions of order; and decides who votes. 
 
The Secretary: 
Records the proceedings of the organization; writes all letters; calls the roll for absentees or votes; 
reads minutes of previous meeting; read all papers and documents to the organization; keeps 
committees informed of their work; signs all records and is responsible for all papers belonging to 
the organization.  The Secretary can act in the absence of the President of Chairman to appoint a 
temporary Chairman. 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Membership implies that one has been regularly received according to the rules of the organization 
and has duly signed the constitution.  A member must obtain the consent of the chairman before he 
can address the house; must speak only on the subject at hand unless otherwise permitted; must 
give due respect to fellow members in his speech; and promptly yield to the Chairman’s call to 
order.  A majority of members constitutes a quorum, unless otherwise designated by the 
constitution. 
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ORDER OF EXERCISE 
 
AFTER AN ORGANIZATION is established, the order of business adopted depends on what is 
best suited for that body’s deliberation. 

1. Call to order 
2. Roll call 
3. Read, correct, approve, and adopt minutes of previous meeting 
4. Reports of standing committees 
5. Reports of special committees 
6. Unfinished business 
7. New business 
8. Communications 
9. Orders of the day 
10. Elections of officers 
11. Reception of new members 
12. Announcements 
13. Adjournment 
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PARLIMENTARY DON’T’S 
 
DON’T attempt to discuss a motion until it has been stated by the chair. 
DON’T antagonize unnecessarily; nobody loves a barking dog even if he doesn’t bite. 
DON’T be carried away in debate by a fervor or frenzy; moderation will win your 
cause more surely with reasonable minds and your opinion will have more weight. 
DON’T be too exacting to have the letter of the law enforced. 
DON’T forget that the common laws of politeness and respect due to fellow men 
maintain just the same in society hall as in the drawing room, even if the by-laws of the 
organization have no definite ruling on these points. 
DON’T cheapen your opinion in the eyes of others by speaking too often or upon every 
occasion.  Keep quiet until you have something to say and a good reason for saying it. 
DONT preface a motion with “I move you”; say “I move that”. 
DON’T leave it to the chairman to handle a motion pertaining to him.  The Secretary or 
maker of the motion should state the questions, put it to vote, and announce the result. 
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STATE PARTY CONVENTION 
 

I.  MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE 
A. All Citizens of Boys’ State registered in this party are voting delegates at the 

party conventions. 
B. Attendance at all sessions is MANDATORY.  This requirement is the 

special responsibility of the County Delegation Chairman. 
II.  GENERAL CONVENTION PROCEDURES 

A. Except for special provisions herein, ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER 
govern the conduct of the convention. 

B. The procedures of this section apply to all motions considered by the 
convention, with the exception of special procedures listed below for 
motions to nominate. 

C. Delegates seeking recognition must address only the chair and identify 
themselves by name, county, and number before speaking. 

D. Speakers will be recognized alternately for and against the motion being 
considered.  No delegate may speak twice on a motion until all delegates 
wishing to debate have been heard or no further speakers on a side are 
available. 

E. County delegation chairman will be allowed three minutes of debating time.  
Other delegates will be allowed two minutes.  Debates on any motion are 
limited to fifteen minutes after which time a motion must be disposed of or 
tabled. 

III. VOTE TABULATION 
A. Ordinary motions may be disposed of by a simple show of hands. 
B. Roll Call Procedures: 

1. In the case of roll call voting abstentions shall not be considered cast. 
2. At the start of each session of the convention each county delegation 

votes.  Chairman will report the number of delegates present and 
voting.  Roll call votes will only be recorded when the votes cast in 
any election tally this figure.  Changes in delegation strength must be 
reported at once by County Chairmen. 

3. Only county chairman may address the chair during roll call. 
4. County delegations may pass twice on roll call.  A third pass forfeits 

delegations votes. 
5. Any motion covered by this section receiving a majority of the votes 

cast will be declared adopted.  If any officers or nominees are being 
selected by this procedure and none receive a majority, no more than 
half of the candidates will be dropped from the ballot and the election 
will be held again.  This will continue until majority is achieved. 
 

IV.  NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF CONVENTION OFFICERS 
A. These rules supersede other procedures when a motion to nominate a person 

for office is before the convention. 
B. Both nominations and elections of all officers will strictly follow the roll call 

procedures set forth above. 
C. Each delegation may nominate only one person for each of the temporary 

and permanent offices of the convention.  Such nominations are to be the 
result of a fair and complete canvassing within each individual delegation. 



21 

 

D. The officers of the convention are temporary and permanent Chairman, 
Secretary and Clerk.  The temporary officers will be chosen by the 
convention in that order and will be followed by the election of the 
permanent officers in that order. 

E. If the opportunity to pass twice during the roll call does not allow sufficient 
time for the county delegation to canvass their delegations, the party 
chairman may at his discretion allow a further recess. 

F. At the conclusion of nominations and before any non-roll call vote, a two-
minute recess will be declared for the polling of the delegations. 

G. One speech in favor of every nominee for a convention office will be 
allowed and will not exceed two minutes. 

H. Votes in favor of candidates not properly nominated will be counted as 
abstentions. 

I. Counties are not required to nominate candidates for every convention 
office. 
 

V. SPECIAL PROCEDURES 
A. The caucus of the ten county chairmen may, at their discretion, adopt one of 

their numbers as the sole nominees for temporary party chairman. 
B. The caucus may also adopt the following special procedures at their 

discretion.  The temporary Secretary and Clerk may be elected 
simultaneously.  Each delegation would nominate one person for both 
offices.  Each delegate would have one vote in the election.  The two 
persons receiving the most votes would be at once declared as the temporary 
Secretary and Clerk of the convention. 
 

VI.  MISCELLANEOUS 
A. All questions of appeal shall be put to a two-thirds vote when a vote is 

required. 
B. These temporary rules will remain in effect until the report of the rules 

committee is considered and adopted. 
C. The convention will not adjourn until it has completed business.  Sessions 

recess at night and reconvene the next day. 
D. The general agenda for the convention is: 

1. Call to order 
2. Briefing by the State Counselor 
3. Election of Temporary Officers 
4. Report of the rules committee 
5. Election of Permanent Officers 
6. Selection of Nominees for: 

a) Comptroller 
b) Attorney General 
c) Lieutenant Governor 
d) Governor 

7. Report of the platform Committee 
8. Acceptance Speech of Gubernatorial nominee 
9. Adjournment 

 
 

E. Delegations are to remain seated and the aisles and exits will not be 
obstructed.  Persons allowed to move about the convention floor are the 
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county chairmen, their co-chairmen, and no more than two others at any one 
time with permission of the county chairman. 

F. One man – one vote will always be observed as a principle.  No proxy 
voting or block voting is permitted. 

G. Parliamentarians will be appointed by chairman of the convention to advise 
on all questions of procedure. 
 

VII. SPECIAL CASE FOR THE VOTING FOR JUDICIAL NOMINEES 
A. Each county may nominate one candidate. 
B. Speeches will be limited to two minutes. 
C. The top seven will win. 
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BOYS’ STATE FOLLOWS PARTY LINES 
 
 Citizens have a better opportunity to express themselves in a government through 
political parties on a national level.  They afford the opportunity for collective thinking and sincere 
cooperation in analyzing problems that affect the entire country.  Platforms are constructed, 
developing party aims and ideals at party conventions, thereby permitting a party to collectively 
develop a program of government for the people to consider and express their approval or 
disapproval by casting their ballot in a general election. 
 Major issues and goals of a party should be clearly defined so that all the people 
understand what their party stands for.  Citizens should then expect the ideals of their party to be 
carried out should their party candidates and platforms be carried into power by the general vote of 
the people.  The ideals should not only be made effective by the officials elected to office, but by 
the party leaders who drafted the platform and campaigned for the people elected to office. 
 For the purpose of operating The American Legion Boys’ State of New York, Inc., 
national issues should not be involved in either party platform.  The platform should be confined to 
state issues and issues pertinent to the Boys’ State Program.  Your party should give sincere 
thought and careful deliberation to the platform.  The candidates on your state ticket will campaign 
for the general belief of the entire party ticket and the ideals and principles embodied in your 
platform will no doubt be the basis of the campaign.  The success or failure of your party will 
depend largely on the soundness and popularity of your party platform. 
 
 You have been arbitrarily assigned to one of the Boys’ State parties – namely, The 
Nationalist Party or The Federalist Party.  The party names used in the American Legion Boys’ 
State of New York, Inc., have no significance whatsoever.  These are merely names used to 
designate the two parties.  This has been done to expedite organization.  In everyday politics, 
citizens become members of a political party in most cases through heritage.  Other reasons for 
joining parties are sectarian, social, business or occupational, and geographic.  There should be no 
selfish reasons to belong to the party, so that you may help to draft a platform and select candidates 
for your state ticket.  You are molding policies of state government for the benefit of the states 
entire citizenship.  Take upon yourselves the seriousness of the problem.  American Legion Boys’ 
State of New York, Inc. is a serious business. 
 

The ideals and aims of your particular party will be developed during the party’s state 
convention.  You and your fellow citizens should seriously measure your particular qualifications 
for the office you seek.  Make up your mind to develop a following.  Campaign hard.  Go into this 
election to win.  But remember also that if you lose, the citizens have found something in your 
opponent or his party principles that they like better.  Do something about it in a constructive 
manner.  Don’t condemn the world because you lost. 

 
New York Law provides a combination of party candidates by a party primary election.  

Time will not permit the nomination of party candidates by this method.  Therefore, for the 
purpose of obtaining the greatest good out of our American Legion, Boys’ State of New York, the 
nominating of party candidates for various public offices will be done by the party caucus plan by 
convention.  A party caucus or convention of each party will be held in each city, in each county 
and the state for the purpose of nominations for public office. 
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CANDIDATES TO BE CHOSEN AT CITY PARTY CAUCUS 
 
Order of Business at City Caucus 

1. Select a permanent city party chairman. 
2. Select one convention delegate to serve on the State Convention Rules Committee and 

one convention delegate to serve on the State Party Platform Committee.  These 
delegates will be elected at the first County Party Caucus. 

3. Select a party election teller and a party election clerk.  These party officials will 
function at all city and county caucuses and elections. 

4. Establish a city party platform. 
5. Each city constitutes three senatorial districts and five assembly districts therefore, 

select three candidates for the office of State Senator, five candidates for the office of 
State Assemblyman and one candidate for the State Police force representing your 
county.  Conduct city elections for these offices. 

6. Reconvene and select two candidates for the office of County Legislator representing 
your city.  Conduct City elections for that office.  Select two candidates for all city 
elective offices.  Conduct complete elections for these offices (party officials can also 
hold city, county, or state office). 

Elected city officials: Mayor, City Clerk, City Attorney, County Legislators (2), 
Assemblymen (5), and Senators (3), Commissioner on Sustainability & Economic 
Development;  
 Although the legislature will not convene until after the state election, the members are 
elected at the city elections in order that they may become organized and ready for action 
when the time arrives.  After the city elections, most citizens have been either elected or 
appointed to an Office.  It is the purpose of the State to have every delegate fill an office, 
either elective or appointive.  Those who have been defeated are to try again for another 
office.  The fact that a delegate has been elected to a city office does not bar him from being a 
candidate for office in a larger unit of government and, if elected, he is to do what is done in 
civil life, namely, resign his first office and accept the second. 
 

 
CANDIDATES TO BE CHOSEN AT THE COUNTY CAUCUS 

 
1. Each citizen is automatically a delegate to his party’s county and state political 

convention.  It is through caucuses that those desiring a nomination for county or 
state office must work.  If you want an elective office, you must first be 
nominated, and to do this you must have at least a majority of these delegates on 
your side. 

2. At the first county caucus, a county party leader is selected from interested 
candidates (may be one of the city party leaders).  A non-candidate is first selected 
by the delegates as a temporary county chairman.  Members to the state 
convention Rules and Platform Committee (one each) are then chosen (appointed 
or elected).  City election clerks will supervise the election. 

3. At a later county party caucus, candidates of county office will be nominated. 
Elected Offices: County Executive, County Clerk, District Attorney,  
County Legislators were elected at city elections (2 from each city) 
 

 
 
 



25 

 

STATE OFFICIALS 
 
Elected Officials: Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller,  
 
 
Each County should arrange political rallies.  The rallies may be held at any time and place, within 
rules of course.  Have everyone concerned meet and know your candidate.  Have the speaker 
discuss your party platform. 
 
If you are a candidate, do not hesitate to call upon your friends to support you and do not hesitate 
to make a speech on your own behalf whenever the occasion permits. 
 
You must remember that at the conclusion of the general election, only one candidate for each 
office on the City, County and State level will be elected. 
 
 
Therefore, one candidate for each office on the City, County, and State level will be defeated.  If 
you are a successful candidate, immediately prepare yourself for taking over the duties of your 
particular office.  Carry out those duties in the same fearless, sincere, and honest manner you used 
during your campaign.  Select your appointments with care.  Consult your counselors whenever 
you deem it advisable, they are there to assist you.  If you happen to be one of the candidates who 
did not win the election – remember the citizens have made their choice.  Do not take defeat 
personally, but immediately do what you can, as a good citizen, to help the administration in office 
to conduct their affairs in the best interest of the party. 
 
Politics is a sincere business.  You must be able to win or lose.  That’s true American Citizenship. 
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DUTIES OF CITY OFFICES OF BOYS’ STATE ELECTIVE OFFICES 
 
Mayor: 
The mayor is the head of the executive branch of city government.  His duties and responsibilities 
are: 

1. He is elected by the people and is responsible to them for the success or failure of 
his administration. 

2. He appoints, subject to approval of the council, the following department heads: 
Police, Fire, Health, Public Works, Parks, Recreation and Assessment. 

3. He prepares and submits the annual budget to the Common Council. 
4. He has veto power over councilman action. 

 
Councilmen: (4 to be elected) 
The council is the Legislative branch of the city government, elected by the people, and is the 
policy forming body.  Its duties are: 

1. Adopts city ordinances 
2. Approves or rejects appointments of department heads submitted by the Mayor. 
3. Has final word on annual budget as submitted by the mayor. 
4. 2/3 vote required to override Mayor’s veto. 

 
City Clerk: 
The City Clerk is elected by the people and is the official record keeper of the city.  His duties are: 

1. Keeps the record of all council meetings, including votes on all matters considered 
by the council. 

2. Acts as secretary to the council in all administrative matters. 
3. Issues licenses for approved ordinances. 
4. Voting procedure and process 

 
 
City Attorney: 
The City Attorney is elected by the people.  His duties are: 

1. Gives legal advice to the Mayor and other officers of the Municipal Government. 
2. Defends the city against lawsuits and represents the city when the city is plaintiff 

before any court. 
3. Acts as prosecutor for violations of city ordinances. 
4. Appears for and protects the rights and interests of the city in all actions, suits, and 

proceedings brought by or against it or any officer, department board, or agency. 
 
 
Commissioner on Sustainability & Economic Development: 

1. Meet during week to develop a plan to take back information from Boys’ State to 
their own communities. 

2. Learn about the current economy, technology and political actions a\that are 
associated with sustainability and environmental conservation. 
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DUTIES OF COUNTY OFFICES OF BOYS’ STATE ELECTIVE OFFICES 
 
County Executive: 
Note: Shall be elected from the residents of the county at large by all qualified electors in the 
county voting at the election. 

1. Shall coordinate and direct all administrative and management functions of the 
county not otherwise vested in boards, commissions, or other elected offices. 

2. Shall appoint Heads of Departments set up by County Legislature. 
3. All resolutions and ordinances passed by the County legislature shall be submitted 

to the County Executive. 
4. Shall have two hours in which to raise objection and to resubmit legislation to the 

Legislature. 
5. Two-thirds majority needed to override veto. 
6. May be removed from office by the Governor for cause. 

 
County Legislature: 
Note: Two members from each city will be elected.  Legislators will select one of their members as 
Chairman. 

1. Considers legislation dealing with the problem of interest to their County; passes 
ordinances regulating the citizens of a county. 

2. Hears reports of activities of elective and appointive officers. 
3. Approves or rejects appointments made by County officers. 
4. Votes final Approval of any nominee to fill a vacancy due to resignation: the 

nominee’s name will be presented by the County executive. 
 
County Clerk: 

1. Assists the County Counselor in every way in clerical work. 
2. Keeps records of the meetings of the County Legislature. 
3. Checks with the office Manager each day for mail that is improperly addressed 

and delivers mail to the boys of his county. 
4. Voting procedure and process 

 
 
 
District Attorney: 

1. Advises County Officers on legal matters. 
2. Prosecutes citizens charged with violation of State Law. 
3. Represents the county in all civil suits to which it or any of its officers may be a 

party. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



28 

 

 
DUTIES OF ELECTIVE STATE OFFICES 

 
Governor: 

1. Presides at all assemblages of the citizens of Boys’ State. 
2. Has the power to appoint executive assistants as may be provided by law. 
3. Supervises appointive officials and has power to remove them from office at will. 
4. Has veto power over all legislation.  A legislature may pass legislation over the 

Governor’s veto by a two-thirds majority of both houses. 
5. Has power to pardon or commute sentences of citizens convicted of violating the 

laws of Boys’ State. 
6. Represents Boys’ State in all contacts with citizens of other states. 

 
 
 
Lieutenant Governor: 

1. Acts as Governor in case the office should be vacated and upon occasions when 
the Governor is absent from the state. 

2. Presides over the Senate. 
 
Attorney General: 

1. Advises all State officials and agencies. 
2. Represents Boys’ State in all suits or legal actions to which the State is party. 
3. Assists, upon request, or upon orders of the Governor, any County Attorneys with 

prosecution of citizens charged with violations of the laws of the State. 
4. Acts as assistant to the Office Manager when routine matters of discipline are not 

brought before the courts. 
 
State Comptroller: 

1. Acts as custodian of all funds and general equipment belonging to the 
Government of The American Legion Boys’ State of New York, Inc. 

 
Refer to the “Boys’ State Handbook” for Penal Law Code of Conduct. 
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THE STATE LEGISLATURE AND DUTIES OF SENATORS AND ASSEMBLYMEN OF 
BOYS’ STATE 

 
The State Legislature consists of two branches – the Senate with three Senators from each city, and 
the Assembly with five Assemblymen from each city. 
 
Senators and Assemblymen will be elected during the City election.  Early election of these offices 
will aid in all organizational work that will take place on Wednesday during the joint meeting of 
the Senate and Assembly.   The joint session is necessary for the following business: 
 

1. Determine the majority and minority parties of both “houses”. 
2. Majority party of the Assembly to elect the House Speaker. 
3. Senate majority party to elect President Pro-tem. 
4. Each party of both houses to elect floor leaders. 
5. Following committees to be established: 

a. Rules 
b. Ways and Means 
c. Bill Drafting 
d. State Issues 
e. Local Issues 
f. Other committees as needed 

6. a. The Secretary of the Senate and Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate will be elected 
by the Senate. 
b. The Chief Clerk of the Assembly and the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Assembly 
will be selected by members of the Assembly. 

 
The function of a legislature is to enact rules and regulations, and call statues for the general 
control and well-being of the citizens of a state.  The two branches – Senate and Assembly – act as 
a balance to each other. 
 
To become effective, legislation must be passed by a majority of both branches and approved by 
the Governor.  Legislation may be passed over the veto of the Governor by a two-thirds majority 
vote. 
 
By virtue of his office, the Lieutenant Governor is President of the Senate.  Other Senate officers 
include a President Pro-tem, Secretary of the Senate, two Sergeants-at-Arms, and other minor 
officers. 
 
The speaker of the Assembly will be elected by the Assembly in its first session.  There are several 
minor officers in the Assembly as well.   
 
Rules governing legislative procedures of the Senate and Assembly will be explained to Boys’ 
State legislators by the State Counselor during the first joint meeting of both houses. 
 
SENATORS: 
 

1. Introduces bills or amendments. 
2. Debates and votes on all bills. 
3. Mandatory attendance at all meetings of the Senate and joint sessions of the 

Legislature. 
4. Acts on all committees to which he is appointed. 
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ASSEMBLYMEN: 

 
1. Introduces legislation. 
2. Considers, upholds, and votes for legislation. 
3. Mandatory attendance at all meetings and joint sessions of Legislature. 
4. Holds Committee hearings 
5. Acts on impeachment of government officials. 

 
NOTE:  Any citizen may attend Legislative sessions whether or not he is a Senator/Assemblyman. 
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 2020-2021 COUNTY CHAIRMAN 
 
 
Albany Harvey Martel   Greene    Salvatore Pusatere 
  
Allegany Peter Caya   Hamilton     Ken Cannan 
 
Bronx Joseph F. Goonan     Herkimer     Leslie Crossett 
 
Broome Barbara Beebe   Jefferson    Gary Robbins 
  
Cattaraugus   Robert Sluga   Kings    Michael Rodriguez 
 
Cayuga Adelbert Jenner     Lewis    C. Lee Hinkleman 
 
Chautauqua   Steve Cybart   Livingston      Ken Weaver 
 
Chemung Kenneth Sedgwick, Jr.  Madison       Donald R. Smith 
 
Chenango Daniel Andrews   Monroe    Thomas Schreck 
 
Clinton Robert St. John  Montgomery      William Liberis 
 
Columbia Steve Matheke     Nassau    William Laderer 
  
Cortland Francis Riter  New York      Benjamin Eill 
 
Delaware Charles Piper   Niagara     Kenneth Barnes 
 
Dutchess Kevin Hathorn     Oneida     Al LaCombe 
 
Erie Thomas Deinzer  Onondaga      Susan Rogers 
 
Essex Newman Tryon  Ontario    Frank Solome 
 
Franklin Ernest Parker  Orange    Vincent F. Gallipoli 
 
Fulton David Davis  Orleans    Joseph Hausler 
 
Genesee Dennis McCumiskey  Oswego    Shawn M. Mills 
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Otsego Dave Lamouret       Tioga  Thomas Simons             
 
Putnam James Hosford   Tompkins         Jonathan Mosher 
 
Queens VACANT        Ulster   Kirk Reinhardt 
 
Rensselaer    Don Winnie   Warren  Carl Fosco 
 
Richmond    Frank Saladis   Washington       Larry Montello 
    
Rockland    Maureen Morgan   Wayne  Daniel Zimmer 
    
St. Lawrence   John McCullough     Westchester       Fred Wooding  
 
Saratoga John Desautels     Wyoming           Brian Kaczmarek 
 
Schenectady    John Tichy      Yates   Jack O’Neill 
 
Schoharie     Myron Kniskern 
 
Schuyler Clayton T. Snow 
 
Seneca Fred Percy 
 
Steuben William S. Coleman 
 
Suffolk James Beecher 
 
Sullivan John S. Lacey 
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For anyone wishing to become a member of the American Legion or Sons of the American Legion, 
samples of the Membership Applications are shown on the following pages.  The applications are 
available at your local American Legion Post.  
 
 Any questions may be directed to American Legion Department Headquarters at 1-800-253-4466 
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Saturday, June 26, 2021 
 
 
2:00 PM  Counselors report for set-up 
 
Trial Run – 3:00 PM 
 All citizens are to log on the website for a system check and brief introductory remarks by  
 Executive Director John Murphy and Program Director Gary Robbins.  We will give 
 an overview of the program and your responsibilities. 
 
 

 
 
 

Day 1 - Sunday, June 27, 2021  
 
9:00 AM  Assembly for the Opening ceremony: National Anthem, 
                                    Pledge of Allegiance, convocation 
  Administration of the Boys’ State Oath 
  Remarks by Mr. John Murphy, Boys’ State Executive 
                                          Director 
  Remarks by Mr. Gary Robbins, Boys’ State Program 
                          Director 
  Video presentation - The American Legion Youth 
                          Programs and Responsible Citizenship 
  At the conclusion of this session, those citizens 
  interested in working on the news team, the yearbook 
  team or the website team should sign in to the  
  respective breakout site. 
 
11:00 AM  TBA 
 
 
1:00 PM  County assembly for County Counselor’s briefing 
  Brief remarks from your City Counselor 
  City and County Orientations 
 
3:00 PM  Assembly for “Dedication and Orientation” 
  City Counselors will give instructions in preparation for city caucus 
  City party chairman and clerks will be elected 
  City will caucus candidates for all elective city positions 
  City elections will be held after lunch on Day 2 
  City will select the Commissioners of Sustainability and Economic Development 
 
 
 
 

**** 
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Day 2 – Monday, June 28, 2021 
 
 
8:15 AM  Individual County and City Counselors meet 
 
8:30 AM  County and State Counselors meeting (site to be determined) 

 
9:00 AM  Speaker TBA 
 
10:00 AM  Speaker Fred Ashforth 
    
11:30 AM  County Caucus to elect party chairman, assistant party chairman and 
  appoint one member to the party convention rules committee and one 
  member to the party platform committee for each County and elect party 
  convention officials 
 
12:00 PM  LUNCH  
  
1:00 PM                     County Party Chairman, Assistant County Chairman and County Clerk meet 

with State Counselor 
Members of party platform and party rules committee meet with  
State counselor 
 

2:00 PM                      Commissioners of Sustainability & Economic Development meet 
 
3:00 PM  County caucus to select candidates for state party offices 
                                 
4:00 PM  State Party conventions Session 1 
  Federalists – even Boys’ State number – blue badges 
  Nationalists – odd Boys’ State number – gold badges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**** 
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Day 3 – Tuesday, June 29, 2021 
 
 
8:15 AM  Individual County and City Counselors meet 
 
8:30 AM                     County and State Counselors meet  
 
9:00 AM  Speaker – Scott McNamara – Oneida County District Attorney 
 
10:00 AM  Speaker - Nathan Wang – 2019 Boys’ State Governor 
 
11:30 AM                   County Caucus complete all business for state party convention- 
                                    nominate candidates for County elective officers 
 
12:00 PM                   LUNCH  
 
1:00 PM                     State Party Conventions reconvene Session 2 
 
3:30 PM                     Commissioners of Sustainability & Economic Development meet 
  
    
4:00 PM                     City Clerks and County Counselors meet for voting instructions 
 
4:30 PM                     State Party conventions reconvene Session 3 (until all business is 
                                    completed) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**** 
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Day 4 – Wednesday, June 30, 2021 
 

 
8:15 AM  Individual County and City Counselors meet 
 
8:30 AM  County and State Counselors meet 
    
9:00 AM                     Speaker – Dr. Nicholas Sallese – The Litany of the Flag 
 
10:00 AM                    Speaker – Colin Schmitt – New York State Assemblyman for the 
                                     99th District 
 
12:30 PM  LUNCH  
 
1:00 PM                    Joint Legislative sessions convene; Governor will address the Legislature 
 
2:30 PM                     Commissioners of Sustainability & Economic Development meet  
 
3:30 PM                     Legislative sessions as announced 
                                             
 

                  
 

 
Day 5 - Thursday, July 1, 2021 

 
 
8:15 AM  Individual County and City Counselors meet 
 
8:30 AM  County and State Counselors meet 
   
9:00 AM  Speaker TBA 
 
10:00 AM  Legislature reconvenes 
 
10:30 AM  Boys Nation Interviews 
 
12:00 PM                   LUNCH 
 
12:30 PM                   Legislature reconvenes 
 
2:00 PM                     Final Assembly 
 

Governor’s State of the State Address 
 
Introduction of Boys’ State Counselors 
 
Department Commander’s Address 
 
Awards 
 
Dismissal 
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POLITICAL RALLY 

 

Governor - # _________ NAME ___________________________________________________ 
         
    _________________________________________________ 
         
    _________________________________________________ 
 

Lt. Governor - # _______ NAME ___________________________________________________ 
         
    _________________________________________________ 
         
    _________________________________________________ 
 

Attorney General - # ______  NAME ___________________________________________________ 
      
_________________________________________________ 

      _    
    _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Comptroller - # _______      NAME    __________________________________________________ 
 
    __________________________________________________ 
 
    __________________________________________________ 
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