
Boys' State alumnus speaks honestly about 
life's challenges
By Max Berryman #0210

On Day 4, Boys’ State citizens 
met Russ Gugino, a Boys’ State 
alumnus himself, speaking about 
challenges in life and how those 
that encounter them should find 
the good in all the bad that goes 
along with them. Gugino created 
his presentation in hopes to convey 
to the young generation what going 
through hardships is like. Losing his 
father at the age of 17, raising nearly 
$10 million for charity at his hospital 
to then being laid off, losing his right 
leg from complications with his 
aorta, and to being stuck in almost a 
six-week coma because of it; Gugino 
has experienced hardship. 

Gugino spoke matter of factly 
with the citizens by confidently 
declaring that they would all 
experience hardship and that was it 
was the question of when rather than 
if. He promoted those struggling to 
engage their challenges and not shy 
away from them. When faced with 
the initial discovery of a lost limb, 
one of the first thoughts as described 
by Gugino was saying, “A lot of 
people lose limbs.” With hardship, 
Gugino believes there are things that 
can be rewarding once you make it 
through those times. He states, “You 
won’t appreciate life as much if you 
get through it easy.”

Gugino also shared the specifics 
of his hospital experience with a 
large, public crowd for the first time 
at Boys’ State. He affirms his belief 
in God and how he or another divine 
power was the one that got him 
to wake up from his coma that no 
doctors thought he would get out of. 
Gugino heard a voice that reassured 
him that he would be fine and asked 
if Gugino would stop everything 
and help him do something when he 
woke up. Strongly believing it was 
the Lord, Russ Gugino answered yes 
and woke up. 

Outside of  work ,  Gugino 
dedicates his time to other amputees 
in leadership of a support group. The 
group is soon to be trying horseback 
riding and tai chi as ways of therapy. 
Both mental and physical ailments 
are nurtured from these activities 
especially those that suffer from 
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phantom pain. Gugino thought 
this experience was especially 
important to share to the young 
citizens generation. Referencing 
entitlement as an example, Gugino 
explained that some of the younger 
generation haven’t faced hardship in 
our nation today and likely won’t for 
a long time with how our society is 
today won’t get. Those that tend to 
whine or blame others about it won’t 
get anywhere with their challenge 
and Gugino ultimately wanted to 
explain and show he is living proof 
of how you can. 

Gugino, as part of RG Associates, 
explained that he is willing to be the 
mentor in people’s lives and is free 
to respond to any emails or phone 
calls asking for advice. To contact 
Russ Gugino, Citizens may call at 
716-440-9259 or email him at 
russ@russgugino.com.
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Jesus Ends 
Man’s Career
By Riley Johanson #0532

There appeared to be an act of 
divine intervention at the Federalist 
convention on Saturday night as the 
party finalized their nominations for 
the elections. The convention had 
reached a pivotal moment as the 
Federalist Party began to decide on 
their selection for Governor when the 
drama ensued. The night was filled 
with a variety of speeches, ranging 
from long, serious monologues to 
quick statements with the aim of 
capturing the lively audience. 

When the final candidate for 
Governor began his speech, he 
opened by claiming “I am the 
Messiah, I am Jesus” in an attempt 
to woo the crowd. His statement 
was immediately challenged when 
a Stember County citizen stood 
up to challenge his claims. There 
were cheers and laughter as the 
Federalist Party directed their 
attention at the figure as he stood 
proud and tall among his peers. The 
Boys’ Stater, Cameron Kalsman of 
Stember County, has been given 
the nickname “Jesus” by other 
Boys’ Staters for his startling 
resemblance to imagery of the 
Christian Prophet. The candidate 
at the podium apologized for his 
claims and quickly redirected his 
campaign, although the damage had 
already been done. 

The candidate in question was 
unable to save his bid for Governor 
and was defeated in quest for the 
party nomination. As Boys’ State 
winds down, its entertaining to look 
back on memorable moments and 
reflect on the times that have made 
Citizens’ experiences unique.

The People Have Spoken: 
They Want Wang
By Grant Allen #0982

We all remember where we 
were on June 30th when Nathan 
“Chicken Wang” Wang was elected 
as Governor of Boys’ State 2019.  
Although voting was anonymous, 
supporters of Wang made their 
position glaringly clear by shouting, 
“We want Wang!”  I, personally, am 
excited to welcome our new leader, 
but many may be wondering how 
“Chicken Wang” ascended to the 
prestigious position that is governor.

In the interview conducted by 
The Statesman, one can see that 
Governor Wang is clearly unique 
as far as Boys’ State citizens are 
concerned.  While many of us 
aspire to greatness in government, 
military, and business, Governor 
Wang wishes to pursue research 
for the advancement of Artificial 
Intelligence.  Wang’s unique pursuit 
made his speeches at the party 
and state level outstanding.  While 
other candidates gave near identical 
speeches about National Honor 

Society, class president, AP courses, 
and standard policies such as more 
lunch time and no required khakis, 
Wang focused on unique policies 
coupled with genuine, heartfelt 
speeches.  It was hard not to notice 
the difference between Governor 
Wang’s and citizen Dylan Lomelo’s 
speeches. 

 While Lomelo’s speech was 
cer tainly well-spoken, it was 
remarkably similar to many other 
speeches we’ve heard.  He focused 
on his leadership experiences 
outside of Boys’ State and tried to 
appeal to both parties by arguing for 
standard policies.  Wang, however, 
offered a unique point of view and 
a speech that felt like a breath of 
fresh air after hours of listening 
to the same monotonous speeches.  
His focus on his own experiences 
as a first-generation American, his 
discussion of the topic of AI, and his 
excellent nickname made him stand 
out in a way that no other candidate 
particularly could. I am excited to 
see where his policies will take us.
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Voting Assembly: Will the moderator catch a 
break? 
By Will Sylvia #0455

Sunday morning, shortly after 
the Bar exam, the state political rally 
and state voting were held. The rally 
began with speeches from all 14 of 
the Judges of Court Appeals, seven 
from the Nationalists and seven from 
the Federalists. Around this time, 
the moderator began to get booed 
for quieting the audience. From that 
point forward, the moderator was 
booed every time he approached 
the microphone. After the speeches 
for judges were concluded, the 
speeches for State Comptroller 
began with #716 Patrick Cullen and 
#353 Samuel Waltz speaking their 
hearts out to secure votes; however, 
in the end, it was Cullen claiming the 
position of State Comptroller. Next 
the debates were held for Attorney 
General, ending with #1012 Obi 
Nwako taking home the position of 
Boys’ State 2019 Attorney General. 

Finally, the debates for Lieutenant 
Governor and Governor were held. 

#269 Angel Gale-Moreno gave a 
rousing speech about his life journey 
from Panama to America. #396 
Brandon O’Brien gave a speech 
on his relatability to the common 
citizen; however, in the end, Angel 
secured the position of Lieutenant 
Gover nor.  The speeches for 
Governor began with #0043 Nathan 
Wang, featuring his father’s journey 
into America and the benefits of 
artificial intelligence in modern day 
America. #142 Dylan Lomelo spoke 
on his acts of charity, giving shoes to 
inter-city youth who couldn’t afford 
them. In the end, Wang, surrounded 
by supporters making a W with their 
hands (for his last name’s initial), 
took Governor. Afterwards, intense 
speeches for and against mandatory 
vaccines were made. Even after all 
of these speeches, the moderator 
continued to get booed. Redemption 
was found in the end, however, when 
all of the citizens applauded him for 
being a good sport. Photos by the Boys' State

Video Department 

Cartoon by James Young, #1084



The Statesman sits down for one-on-one with 
Governor Nathaniel Wang

By The Statesman Staff

Editor’s Note: All of Governor 
Nathaniel Wang’s answers are 
not word-for-word; most are 
paraphrased but represent what 
Wang said to reporters of The 
Statesman.

The Statesman: So, who came up 
with the nickname Chicken Wang?
Wang: Wang noted that he has had 
the name since Virginia. Whenever 
he moved (which was often) he 
regained the nickname, and people 
kept coming up with it.

TS: Why did you run? 
Wang: Wang explained that he is 
actually a “three” when it comes 
to speaking. He wanted to speak to 
practice and have fun. His platform 
[AI] is changing technology 
everywhere and he wanted it to be 
put in front of an actual politician.

TS: What are your major plans 
now?
Wang: Wang actually doesn’t want 

to go into politics. Becoming a 
researcher and spending all of his 
time in researching AI is his goal. 
Boys’ State has helped him with 
communication, which he says is 
completely necessary in science. 
Learning how to tell people about 
findings in science has been very 
important benefit for Boys’ State. 

TS: How do you feel right now? 
Wang: “It’s kind of embarrassing 
being followed around by four cops 
as bodyguards,” Wang remarked. 
There’s an office for governor that is 
comfortable but to be honest, he feels 
just as happy now as when he was 
selected as his party’s candidate. He 
didn’t expect to make it this far, and 
it has been amazing. Learning how 
to excite crowds and run a platform 
has also been amazing.

TS: Who is your biggest role 
model? 
Wang:  “My Dad mostly,” he 
remarked, but most citizens have 
heard the speeches about him. If 
there had to be a second biggest, it 

would be a Stanford professor named 
Andrew Ng. He’s a researcher for 
machine learning and has made 
free online courses. They’re made 
to learn how to create machine 
learning and are very helpful, 
they’re called Machine Learning.

TS: What were some obstacles you 
had to conquer in order to achieve 
governor?
Wang: He was afraid people would 
think of him as a joke, and no one 
would take him seriously. Other 
than that, writing speeches was 
difficult but he enjoys writing so it 
was kind of fun.

TS: Is there anything you want 
to say to your fellow Boys’ State 
citizens?
Wang: “I just want to thank 
everyone for voting for me. It has 
been so amazing and I want to say 
how grateful I am for everything.”
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SPORTS 

Weather
Monday, July 1

High: 75°  |  Low: 61°
Humidity: 65%
UV Index: 9/10

Today: Generally sunny 
despite a few afternoon 
clouds. Winds NW at 5 to 
10 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloud skies 
early followed by increasing 
c l o u d s  w i t h  s h o w e r s 
developing later at night. 
Wings WSW at 5 to 10 mph. 
Chance of rain 40%

Sunrise: 5:27 a.m.
Sunset: 8:45 p.m.

How the Citizens Get Along
By Craig Haas #0462

Today marks the fifth day of 
Boys’ State. We are nearing the end. 
For most of us, we are having a lot 
of fun and getting along with our 
fellow citizens, but it may not be 
for the reason you’d expect. After 
listening to numerous boys from 
several counties, it seems as if many 
of us share one common notion: we 
want to go home. 

In fact, many candidates and 
nominees have made political 
speeches where they simply said, 
“I want to go home,” or, “I want 
to go to bed.” Many of those 
candidates heard loud roars from 
their audiences and advanced to the 
final round of voting, displaying the 

relatable feeling among the citizens. 
While this may sound unacceptable 
to some, this belief has enabled 
many of us to make friends on the 
initial commonality of wanting to 
go home. The jokes and blatant 
honesty open the door for each of 
us to laugh with one another and 
enjoy the experience of Boys’ State.

The jokes make light of the 
adversities and struggles of the 
citizens whether it be missing 
family, overcoming phone addiction, 
changing sleep schedules, or the 
missing air conditioning in their 
rooms. 

It’s clear to say that the desire 
to go home has helped us citizens 
form great bonds and have a more 
enjoyable experience at Boys’ State.

Yelich Among 2019 Home Run Derby Participants
By Gage Kilborne #0874 

The MLB all-star break is rapidly 
approaching, and home run leader, 
Christian Yelich, has accepted the 
invitation to be in the 2019 Home 
Run Derby. This came as a surprise 
to many fans because home run stars 
do not usually participate in the 
derby because they feel as if they 
will “lose their groove.”

Also joining the Derby is Mets 
rookie sensation Pete Alonso with 
28 home runs. Alonso broke the 
franchise single season rookie 
record and the national league 
rookie record for most home runs hit 

before the all-star break, which was 
previously set by Cody Bellinger. 
Yelich will have tough competition 
if Alonso is as good as he is projected 
to be by the media. 

Another member of the derby is 
“Hometown Hero” Carlos Santana 
from the Cleveland Indians. He is 
the first American League player 
to accept the invitation in the derby 
at Progressive Field. He is not well 
known for his power hitting but is 
praised for his contact hitting. He 
has hit eighteen home runs so far on 
the 2019 campaign and is looking to 
bring home the derby crown.

Two other participants who 

have accepted invitations into the 
derby are Toronto Blue Jays rookie 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and Josh Bell 
from the Pittsburgh Pirates. Both 
players are accredited for having 
remarkable breakout seasons. There 
are three spots remaining in the 
derby, and some fans want to see 
Cody Bellinger in the derby again. 

More stars are entering the derby 
this year because they have been 
given an incentive to win the derby: 
$1 million, which is an increase 
from the $250K from last year’s 
derby. 
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Malin’s Bats Came Alive!!! 
By Gage Kilborne  #0874 

Malin and Cortright played in 
the opening round of the Boys’ 
State Baseball Tournament. Malin 
represented Stember and Cortright 
represented Scheiberling. The game 
started off with a bang as Malin 
grabbed an early 3-0 lead in the 
first inning. 

Malin continued their offensive 
measures by scoring three runs in 
the top of the second off of a three-

run homer. Cortright answered with 
a lead-off home run in the bottom 
of the inning. Unfortunately, the 
offense died out for the rest of the 
team in that inning. The fourth 
inning lead to a Malin-streak as 
Malin tacked on four more runs to 
make it a 10-1 game. 

Cortright kept Malin’s offense 
to a minimum in the top of the fifth 
as they managed to only give up 
one run as they were down 11-1 to 
Malin. Cortright tried mounting a 

comeback in the bottom of the fifth 
as they scored five runs to be within 
striking distance, 11-6. 

In the sixth inning, Malin’s bats 
were on fire as they managed to 
score 10 runs to take a commanding 
21-6 lead. Malin was able to win 
the game by the final score 23-8, 
and they advance to the second 
round of the Boys’ State Baseball 
Tournament.   

Penguins Trade Phil Kessel
By LJ LaFiura #0723

Days before the NHL free agency 
begins, the Pittsburgh Penguins are 
already making big moves. Earlier 
this morning the Penguins agreed 
to a deal that would send right 
wing Phil Kessel to Pittsburgh from 
Arizona.

In the deal, Kessel will be 

coming over with defense prospect 
Dane Birks, as well as a fourth-
round pick in the 2021 NHL Draft. 
Alex Galchenyuk and Pierre-Oliver 
Joseph will now wear the black and 
gold for the Penguins.

Kessel is coming off two of his 
best seasons of his career. Last year 
he had 82 points, 27 from goals. 
This is following his strong 2017-18 

season where the three-time all-star 
had a career high 92 points.

This deal is one of possibly many 
as the Penguins are attempting to 
retool their roster, putting more 
young and fast players alongside 
their star Mason Crosby. Recently 
they also traded for Dominik Kahun, 
a young forward from the Chicago 
Blackhawks.
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Nets to sign Durant, Irving and Jordan
By LJ LaFiura #0723

Four years ago, the Brooklyn 
Nets were in shambles. But after a 
four year rebuild, it’s finally time 
for them to make another title move. 
They did that yesterday, getting 
Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving and 
Deandre Jordan to sign with the 
team.

Durant, an all-star who may be 
the top player in the league is fresh 
off of a finals appearance with the 
Golden State Warriors. He averaged 
26 points, six rebounds and six 
assists in the 2018-19 season but 

suffered a torn Achilles in the NBA 
Finals which will take him a year 
to recover from. Nevertheless, the 
Brooklyn Nets have offered the First 
Team All-NBAer a max contract.

A year ago, it appeared that 
Irving would be in Boston for 
years to come. Despite some injury 
concerns, the Celtics were willing 
to stick with their all-star that they 
received in a blockbuster trade with 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. Sadly, for 
New England, Irving’s play style 
and personality just couldn’t fit 
the Boston team or its fan base. 
He slowly shut out the team even 

though he averaged 24 points, five 
rebounds and seven assists. He will 
also receive a max contract from 
Brooklyn.

Jordan, a long-time member 
of Lob City in LA, has bounced 
around between the Mavericks and 
the Knicks this season, averaging 11 
points, 13 rebounds and two assists. 
He is the all-time leader in field goal 
percentage and the perfect third man 
for this “Super Team.”

So with a clear core in place, 
we’ll soon see if Brooklyn can 
become an NBA dynasty.


