
Assemblywoman, special guest both give 
advice to Citizens at assembly

A f t e r  chow i ng  dow n  on 
breakfast, the ten counties hone 
their marching skills and head 
off to the Rec Hall to gather for 
morning assembly. Chants echo off 
the walls and boys pack in to listen 
to two speakers, Scott Wyman, the 
father of a now deceased Deputy 
Sheriff Kurt Wyman, and Marianne 
Buttenschon, the current official 
for the Assembly’s 119th District, 
describe qualities that leaders should 
take to heart. 

The more poignant speech, 
coming f rom Scot t  Wyman, 
captured attention as a hush came 
over the hall. Citizens listened and 
learned about the importance of 
choices in our lives and how choices 
we make can affect ourselves or 
others. He also spoke upon how 
the many young citizens and future 
leaders in that room will make a bad 
choice for every few good choices 
that are made.

 To qualify these statements, 
Wyman spoke of the tragic event 
that took his son from him and his 
family on June 7, 2011. That day, 
Deputy Kurt Wyman answered a call 
involving a domestic disturbance in 
a nearby home and after arriving at 
the scene, he encountered the male 
suspect with a shotgun intending to 
chase down the fleeing girlfriend. 
The two became involved in a nearly 

six-hour standoff ending with a 
bullet in the neck area of Deputy 
Wyman that would end up being the 
fatal blow even after being rushed 
to the hospital. 

The suspect was convicted 
of Deputy Wyman’s murder and 
sentenced to life in prison with no 
parole offered. Mr. Wyman brought 
forth this story to show all the poor 
choices that man made. With six 
hours of time to think and react, 
the suspect didn’t think once to put 
down the gun, an action that would 
only take moments and end up 
saving a life and redeeming his own.

The other speaker of the morning, 
A s se mbly wom a n  Ma r i a n ne 
Buttenschon of the 119th District, 
spoke about her role in government 
and how this newfound endeavor 
came with its challenges and 
learning curves. 
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Previously a public school 
psychologist with both a M.A. in 
Public Policy and a Doctorate of 
Education, as well many other 
credentials, Buttenschon discussed 
her realization of her role truly being 
for the people. Situations where 
she had to put her personal feelings 
aside, without breaking her own 
moral code, showed themselves 
and she voted for what the people 
wanted. Her persistence and hard 
work led her to knock on over 2,500 
doors to garner support from nearby 
residents. 

She finished her speech by taking 
questions and giving out more 
personal knowledge that could guide 
aspiring politicians. The two were 
given an award and a thunderous 
round of applause as both donned 
the Boys State T-shirt. 

Scott Wyman, spoke about the 
consequences of choices.

Assemblywoman Marianne 
Buttenschon is introduced.



And they're off: Nominees 
selected to run for positions

Friday night marked a vital new 
chapter in the budding government 
of the 2019 Boys’ State as we began 
to develop our city, county and state 
governments. Upon the conclusion 
of yesterday’s state convention, 
nominees were selected to run for the 
positions of Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney General, State 
Comptroller, and the Judges of Court 
of Appeals. Throughout the week 
at SUNY Morrisville’s campus, 
the candidates will campaign for 
themselves until the majority vote 
election on Sunday. 

The parties will be assisted by 
Mr. Bogan, the counselor of the 
Nationalist party and Mr. Gaun, the 
counselor of the Federalist party. 
Party platforms and candidates for 
the upcoming elections have been 
decided upon, enabling the race 
to office to begin. The Federalist 
convention was hosted in the 

Rec Hall, while the Nationalist 
convention took place in Hamilton 
Hall. Boys’ State citizens are 
encouraged to participate in the 
upcoming election and make the 
most of their time in learning 
democracy in their Boys’ State 
government.

The Statesman will be reporting 
on each individual party matters 
to keep all parties informed. For 
the next few days, writers of The 
Statesman will remain dedicated 
to delivering the citizens of Boys’ 
State news on political, athletic, 
and recreational events, along with 
the results of the political elections 
embedded in the city, county and 
state levels. Make sure to check 
in for any pressing news, election 
results, or upcoming events that are 
vital to your experience at Boys’ 
State!

Weather
Saturday, June 29

High: 76°  |  Low: 58°
Humidity: 77%
UV Index: 7/10

Today: 
Var iable  clouds  with 
scattered thunderstorms. 
Storms may contain strong 
gusty wings. Winds WNW 
at 10-15 mph. Chance of 
rain 50%

Tonight: 
Mostly clear skies early. 
Becoming cloudy with 
showers developing later at 
night. Chance of rain 40%

Sunrise: 5:26 a.m.
Sunset: 8:45 p.m.



Words of 
advice for 
candidates

Although Boys’ State takes place 
in the isolated SUNY Morrisville 
campus, many real-world topics 
still protrude into city, council, 
and state elections.  Ear-perking 
issues such as: veteran affairs, 
military spending, abortion, and 
gun laws are the focal point of many 
campaigns for the elected officials 
from every county.  Many citizens 
witness varying opinions on veteran 
affairs and military spending from 
campaigns in the mayor, county 
executive, and governor elections; 
however, the most contentious 
debates focus upon abortion and 
civil gun rights.

Current policies upheld by the 
State of New York veer on the side 
of pro-choice, but the abortion 
debate is anything but one-sided.  
It has been an important discussion 
since the mid-20th century. Just 
yesterday, Justice Clarence Thomas, 
an associate judge of the Supreme 
Court, said that he wants the high 
court to consider rolling back 
historical precedent on abortion, 
Roe v. Wade. Pro-life candidates 
argue from a moral standpoint of 
protecting the unborn child, while 
the pro-choice candidates argue in 
defense of women’s autonomy.

New York has some of the strictest 
gun safety laws in the nation, 
causing many to be dissatisfied with 
the current system. Gun control 
activists believe legislation that 
addresses topics such as background 
checks, firearm storage, and firearm 
categorization must be passed to 
maintain the safety of American 
citizens and reinforce America’s 

national security.  Commonly found 
in rural regions, many Americans 
value a laissez faire approach to gun 
laws, arguing in favor of the second 
amendment. On the contrary, urban 
areas compile a more hands-on 
approach.

We all know that life can be 
quite hectic with unexpected 
occur rences and impor tant 
family events. Some of us in 
attendance at Boys’ State this year 
may have missed an important 
family occasion, and some of 
us may know someone who 
couldn’t attend due to unfortunate 
circumstances.

With th is  in  mind ,  one 
question arises: should Boys’ 
State citizens be allowed to miss 
a day of the program if such 
event occurs? Boys’ State citizens 
are required to commit to the 
program two months prior to its 
start date. Much can happen in 

that time span. Some people may 
get injured, have a family member 
pass away, or have a wedding to 
attend. American Legion, should 
these highly qualified youth be 
required to miss out on such a 
great opportunity because they 
cannot attend some of the days of 
the program due to unfortunate 
circumstances? 

I believe that the American 
Legion needs to rethink their 
attendance requirement to give 
families the opportunity to attend 
important or unfortunate events 
and give young men the amazing 
opportunity of Boys’ State.

Is the attendence 
requirement too strict?

First day of Boys' State 2019.

In closing, candidates who 
campaign for state-level positions 
should evaluate their own position 
on these issues as these stances may 
be the deciding factor for voters who 
are on the fence. 

  -Grant Allen



U.S. Women 
advance to 
FIFA World 
Cup Semis

It was Megan Rapinoe’s 
day in France with the home 
crowd watching. She scored 
both of the United States’ 
goals in a 2-1 quarterfinal 
victory.

Rapinoe’s first strike came 
within the first 10 minutes. 
A yellow card was given to 
France’s Griedge Mbock 
Bathy for a hard foul. This set 
up Rapinoe to drive the free 
kick off of her right foot and 
into the center of the goal. 

She struck again an hour 
later. After receiving a pass 
into the box by Tobin Heath, 
she booted it into the bottom 
left corner to put the U.S. to a 
2-0 lead.

Outside of the scoreboard, 
the U.S. lost the game overall. 
France controlled 20 percent 
more of the possession and 
also put twice as many shots. 
Despite these facts, Alyssa 
Neiher had her best game yet, 
allowing only one goal in. 
The goal came off the head of 
Wendy Renard on a set piece.

The U.S. isn’t out of the 
woods yet. They are now set 
to play England on July 2 for 
a place in the World Cup Final. 

Keiser’s early lead helps in 
victory over Brown

As the first game of Boys’ State 
tipped off, it was clear that cities 
Keiser and Brown would be an even 
match. A late game breakout by 
Keiser was the difference as they 
won 20-15.

Keiser had the clear advantage 
early on in the game. Their ball 
movement was key to them gaining 
a three-possession advantage in the 
first few minutes. Brendan Murray 
used his athleticism to attack the 
basket. He blew past his defender 
almost every time he got the ball 
giving him wide open lanes to dish 
the ball, particularly to the outside 
for an easy jumper.

“We’ve got a lot of 
good ball players with 
high basketball IQ’s. 
There’s also some guys 
here from Long Island 
that can really put the ball 
in the basket so it makes 
it fun,” Murray.

Brown star ted off 

slow. Their biggest problem was 
turnovers as every boy tried to make 
a flashy move to the basket but lost 
the ball in the process. 

Their saving grace was their 
defense. Brown had two tall players 
that were able to clean the glass and 
reject lots of Keiser’s layups. By 
the time the score was tied at five, 
Brown got their jump shot working 
and were able to keep up with the 
cohesive Keiser offense.

Keiser will continue its run 
tomorrow at four o’clock against 
Love. The winner of that game will 
take the county title.

SPORTS 


