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Lt. Col. Wheeler Speaks About Vast Experiences
David Skinner 0571
Lt. Col. Kurt Wheeler, Boys’ State
assembly speaker on Tuesday, gave
an expansive speech that was just as
expansive as his current life career.
Wheeler was a participant at Boys’
State 33 years ago.
Wheeler is currently mayor of
Cazenovia, a village west of Morrisville, but his political career has not
been his only career. Wheeler has
been a high school history teacher,
a marine historian, a graduate from
Harvard with a master’s degree in
education and a mortgage banker
and policy analyst for national security issues.
As a marine historian, Wheeler
served a combat tour in Operation Desert Storm, and also traveled Iraq as a field historian for the
Marine Corps History Division.
Wheeler interviewed 400 people
while traveling Anbar Province in
Iraq, documenting combat stories
and strategies. In total, Wheeler
served four years of active duty
in the military before returning to

Lt. Col. Wheeler discussing his life in the military.
Photo by Dominick Uriah 0060

the states, although his duty to his
country did not end there. In fact,
from Wheeler’s point of view, his
duty to his country will never end.
Wheeler is dedicated to serving his
country, and his speech tuesday
reinforced that statement heavily.
“I am a public servant,” Wheeler
stated. “I detest being called a
politician, once I stop thinking of
myself as a public servant, it is time
to step down.”

BOYS' STATE MENU

Wednesday, June 28

Thursday, June 29

Big & Juicy Burger BBQ Chicken 5oz
Steak Fries
Salt Potatoes
Steamed Broccoli
Mixed Vegtables
Tossed Salad
Tossed Salad
Cookies- Choc. Chip
Cornbread
Apple Crisp Cups

Scrambled Eggs
Pancakes
Sausage Patties
Potato Wedges
Fresh Fruit
Fruit Cocktail
Cold Cereal
(Blueberry Muffins)

Lunch

Dinner

(Black Bean Burger)

(BBQ Soy Chicken)

Breakfast

Wheeler also encouraged all citizens
participating in Boys’ State to find
their niche and serve the public
from there. Wheeler gave three
types of service, military service,
government service and community
service.
“The strong must protect the
weak,” quoted Wheeler. He followed this up by relevant examples,
one being World War II and the
Nazis.
~continued on page 4~

Boys’ State Weather
Wednesday, June 28
Cloudy
High 72
Low 53
Precipitation 54%
Winds 8 mph

It's Time to Get Woke!

Casey Huber 0866

Look around you. How many kids in
your county look like you? How many
of the 956 Boy’s State participants
this year are interchangeable? Several
citizens have expressed dismay over
the lack of diversity at Boys’ State.
Racial diversity is imperative for di-

verse thinking. I come from a small
town in upstate New York that has
an overwhelmingly white population,
and acknowledge that I have a limited
perception on the world because of
my upbringing. That being said, I have
made it my mission to, at the very
least, try to understand the perspective of different cultures and peoples
wherever possible. As American
citizens, it is our duty to have as well
rounded a view on the conglomerate
nation we pledge ourselves to every
morning.
One line from the Alma Mater states
“A melting pot for color - creed.” Perhaps America as a whole can be compared to a melting pot, perhaps not.
Could Boys’ State fit the same anal-

ogy? I see America as a cookie with
an assortment of M&Ms throughout.
As it gets hotter, the M&Ms and
cookie blend together comfortably.
When it gets cold, cookie and M&M
can become fiercely separated. This
is evident from the inception of
America through today, where questions related to ethnicity continue to
be significant in social dialogue.
Regardless of who you are, what you
believe, and why you came to Boys’
State, it is our responsibility that every
individual worthy of attending this
program has the opportunity to do
so. With all the discourse and chaos in
our country, diversified thinking is a
necessary component for all elements
of society.

Statesman Daily News Briefing

Anthony Palazzola 1063

The Supreme Court granted President
Trump’s travel ban a partial victory on
Monday. While the final decision on the
ban will occur in October, the administration was cleared to enforce the ban
during the interim. The court did make
one exception: “[The Ban] may not be
enforced against foreign nationals who
have a credible claim of a bona fide relationship with a person or entity in the
United States”. The Supreme Court will

have the final say, but, at least for the
summer, the ban is essentially in place.

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
published an analysis of the proposed
Obamacare repeal bill by the Senate.
According to the report 22 million individuals will lose healthcare coverage
by 2026. This number is similar to the
House repeal bill, which was tallied at 23
million. In addition, the CBO predicts a
26% reduction in federal spending for

Medicaid. This jeopardizes a key component of the GOP coalition: the elderly.
In 2016, older voters overwhelmingly
supported then-Candidate Trump. Furthermore, the plan “eliminates mandates
requiring Americans to have coverage
and companies with more than 50 workers to provide health benefits” (CNN).
The AFL-CIO immediately tweeted that
“the healthcare bill is a disaster for working people.”
~continued on page 4~

Jack Callahan 0066

David Skinner 0571

Nationalist Party Caucus

Monday morning and Tuesday
afternoon have been big days for the
Nationalist Party. Parts one and two
of the Nationalist Party Caucus have
been completed, with six plus hours
spent electing county candidates to
permanent party positions, and selecting state nominations to run on the
Nationalist Party ballot. The Nationalist Party platform also began creating a list of planks for those running
on the party ballot for state elections.
Monday evening held three elections
before all citizens were dismissed.
These elections were: permanent party chair, permanent party clerk, and
permanent party secretary. The night
was kicked off by temporary party
chair, Thomas Knight, who managed
the caucus until a permanent party
chair was elected.
The permanent party chair election
was first on Monday evening, with
six out of the ten initial candidates
being knocked out in the first round.
The remaining candidates put forward
by these counties, Kogutek, Stember,
Pedro and Scheiberling, worked with
their County Chairs and Vice County
Chairs in attempts to rack in votes
from counties knocked out in the first

round.
The second round vote left candidates
from Kogutek and Pedro aggressively
fighting for the final election. Runners with cries like “Vote for Pedro”
were heard around Hamilton Hall.
The catchy phrase swayed the vote
in favor of Pedro, ultimately winning
the election for Cody Calhoun, with
343 votes.
Following the election of the party
chairman, the party clerk nominations were made. After the first
round, nominees from the counties
Wong, McKneally, Fish and Barnett
remained. The second round only
knocked out Fish, giving time for the
remaining three candidates to secure
more votes from surrounding parties.
The third round left McKneally and
Barnett battling with two completely
different oratory styles. The candidate
from Barnett used popular memes
and rap to speak for him, while the
candidate from McKneally used his
personal experience; running the
excel program for the votes at the
caucus, to speak for him. Thaddeous
Karaman took the election home for
McKneally, and stated “It felt good to
win this election, I was nervous going
into the last round.”

Part two of the Nationalist Party
caucus held two nominations to run
on the Nationalist ballot, while one
nomination remains undecided. The
competition for the State Comptroller
to run on the Nationalist ballot went
uneventful until the final round where
a voting mishap caused much consternation between counties. Candidates from Stember and Wong split
the party in two, causing and exceptionally close vote. As the final votes
were reported in by County Chairs, it
was a clear victory for Stember, 233
votes to 202, but Spafford returned
to the microphone to report that they
had accidently reported their votes
backwards, in relation to the candidates. This caused Wong’s candidate
to come in first with a final vote of
229 to 206. Hot debates followed
the change but the decision stood. “I
believe I won because my message
was explicit” Wong’s candidate said.
“I look forward to making changes in
Boys’ State equipment.”

Federalist Party Caucus

William Gaylord 0083

Monday’s Federalist Caucus turned
into one long night. The first election,
for Party Chairman took a whopping 2
hours and 6 minutes alone. There were
many interesting candidates who each
gave their best arguments for why they
should be elected. One candidate chose
to recite the Gettysburg Address, from
memory. A common theme among the
Federalist candidates was unity, with
numerous candidates urging the caucus
to put the party first in the party election. After several rounds of voting a

majority was finally reached, and Brian
Flaherty (692) was elected. Flaherty
took the stage for a victory speech
where he graciously thanked the voters
and asked his constituents to share any
advice that would benefit the party. By
the time the Party Clerk election began, many of the voters seemed to be
growing restless. Candidates capitalized
upon this development by telling the
voters that they too wanted to get the
election over with in a timely fashion.
One candidate remarked, “I’m really

tired”, and, “Let’s do it as quickly as
possible”. The ultimate winner of Clerk
was Boys Stater number 1028. Caucus
day one was called to a close just as
the election for Party Secretary was
beginning. Federalist voters got a sneak
peak of Boys’ Stater Michael (0116)
and his high energy campaign strategy.
When the caucus restarted on Tuesday,
Michael stated, “We are going to win
with enthusiasm.” and pitched his new
campaign slogan, “Always be stoked”.
His liveliness led him to a swift victory.

Wheeler
~continued from page 1~

Although the United States’ own borders
must be protected from foreign or
domestic attack at all costs. It is also
important to protect the assets and lives
of those less fortunate. Wheeler went on
to talk about how military service is the
most prestigious way to serve the United
States, as it can ask for the ultimate sacrifice of an individual.
Wheeler also gave another unique
perspective on military service. “The
inherent goodness of a nation wins wars
just as much as strength.” While serving
in Kuwait and Iraq, Wheeler experienced
former enemies becoming allies and
those who were untrustworthy of the
US military trusting of it, saving countless lives.

Cartoon by Carson Butler 0058

“The inherent
goodness of a
nation wins wars
just as much as
strength.”
- Wheeler

Government service has the potential to
change the lives of millions of people.
Wheeler said, “The government sometimes works as designed, as the founding fathers intended, and sometimes it
does not, but that does not decrease its
importance in public service.” As Mayor
of Cazenovia, Wheeler has served his
village for six years and has continually
made strides that benefit the community.
Community service can be accomplished
by anyone and everyone. Wheeler encouraged all those who heard his speech
to jump right into public service. “Much
of what is achieved in town is done by
ordinary people, simply working to make
their community a better place.”

A citizen participates in a Basketball game on Tuesday.
Photo by Matthew Riordan 0577

Daily News Briefing
~continued from page 2~

Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), tweeted
that “The CBO analysis of the disastrous
Trump-McConnell health care bill gives
us 22 million reasons why it should not
see the light of day”. He also tweeted that
“People who can’t afford health care do
not deserve to die”. Despite this, there
are GOP-friendly components within the

report. This includes a saving of $321
billion dollars over the next decade and
a stabilization of the healthcare market.
Anthem Health Insurance has already
endorsed this bill. Still, five GOP senators have already denounced the bill, and
the report did not produce many positive
reactions. Leader McConnell (R-KY) will
not allow a vote before the July 4th recess,
contrasting a previous commitment.

Basketball
Scores

Bowen - 20 vs. Yermas - 5
Keiser - 20 vs. Love - 6
Burnett - 20 vs. Casey - 11
Marino - 16 vs. Neville - 8
Bertrand - 20 vs. Coleman - 10
Miller won by forfeit
Photo by - Matthew Riordan 0577

Boys' State Sports
Due to inclement weather the only
sport that was able to be played on Tuesday was basketball.

Remember that the tennis tournament is set to start this afternoon weather
permitting of course.

Don't forget to sign up for the cross
country race that takes place on Friday!

National Sports News

Sean Lally 0081
Soccer- It is reported that the
2016-17 Premier League winners,
Chelsea, are looking to spend
$128 million on two future stars.
France born 22-year-old midfielder from AS Monaco, Tiemoue
Bakayoko, is one of the players in
Chelsea's sites. Bakayoko made
32 league appearances for AS
Monaco and had a pass accuracy
of 85 percent. He also averaged
two interceptions and tackles per
game. Bakayoko would fit in as
a holding midfielder at Chelsea
however if he was signed he
could struggle in build-up play

after assisting once in the entire
season for Monaco.

strengthen his team with young
super stars.

The next player Chelsea is keen
on signing is 26-year-old Brazilian born left-back Alex Sandro.
Over Alex Sandro’s 27 league appearances for Juventus he ended
his season with a pass accuracy of
84% and averaged two key passes
a game. Alex Sandro also created
27 more chances than Chelsea's
current left-back despite having
four less appearances. If Chelsea
manager Antonio Conte were to
spend the 128 million on Bakayoko and Sandro, he would surely

Golf- Sunday afternoon Texas
born phenomenon Jordan Spieth won his tenth major title in
the Travelers Golf Tournament.
This makes Jordan one of the
only golfers in history to win ten
major titles before the age of 24,
matched only by Tiger Woods.
Not only did Spieth make history by joining Tiger Woods in
an elite class, he also did it with
style scoring a sensational bunker
shot that led to his victory in the
tournament.

